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Over the last year, Midlothian’s
Conservative Councillors

have been working hard to
provide efficient public services
to residents, encouraging
common sense thinking and
standing up for communities.
This is against the backdrop of
the SNP Scottish Government
and Labour UK Governments’
long-term neglect and
underfunding of the fastest-
growing local authority in the
country.

Cdunmllors Peter Smaill, Pauline Winchester and David Virgo

WORKING FOR MIDLOTHIAN
RESIDENTS

As a Group, led by Scottish for our ever-growing population.
Conservative and Unionist Group

Leader Councillor David Virgo, Our common-sense approach to make
we have sought to urge others to Midlothian more financially stable has
cast aside political and ideological led to the Council’s predicted deficit
differences and work with other decreasing from £45 million in 2022 to
parties for the benefit of Midlothian £10 million in 2025.

residents.

Albeit a difficult decision, the rise in
We have encouraged the increase of Council Tax of 10% in 2025 was only

Cross-Party working, particularly in as a result of 10 years of pitiful Council
our campaign to secure Midlothian Tax rises under a Labour-led Council

a greater degree of funding from the and poor SNP government decisions
Scottish Government, more suitable on the Council Tax freeze.
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PRAGMATIC ECONOMIC DECISIONS

Throughout our term as Councillors,
we have had to deal with a legacy of
a Labour Administration and make
pragmatic decisions regarding local
government finances.

Led by Cllr Peter Smaill, we
encouraged the Council to act in an
entrepreneurial, yet prudent manner
in dealing with public funds. This has
included advocating for adequate

funding for our growing area, allowing
for investment in our communities. Our
Group has advocated restraint and
pragmatism on the delayed and over-
budget Destination Hillend project.

Taking a common-sense approach and
working with colleagues across the
council, we have continued to pressure
the Labour MP to commit to £20million
funding for communities in Mayfield.

ENHANCED, EFFICIENT SERVICES

A central pillar of the Conservative
Group’s work has been to take a
proactive approach to public services,
with efficiency and value for money
for taxpayers at the centre of council
decision-making. Something that has
been lacking for many years.

Led by Councillor Pauline Winchester,
we have led the charge for adequate
Health and Social Care funding
following a prolonged lack of
investment and an attempt by the SNP
in Midlothian to cut funding for local
community-based health and social
care.

Our group has insisted that
Infrastructure improvements must be

a priority to keep pace with housing
numbers. This has included advances in
pothole repairs and opposition towards
unsuitable housebuilding numbers in
Midlothian, imposed on us by the SNP at
Holyrood. We cannot afford to support

a likely 25 per cent increase in the
number of homes over ten years.
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We have also argued for local, pupil-
centred education and have been
putting Midlothian Children First in
decisions relating to school placements
and School Transport provisions.
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